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Al robots could play future role as
companions in care homes
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NADINE, a social robot powered by Artificial Intelligence (Al) with human-like gestures
and expressions, could have an important future role to play in tending to the sick and
elderly, according to a professor who helped invent it.

Nadia Magnenat Thalmann, a robot expert from the University of Geneva, who served as
the model for Nadine’s dark brown eyes and auburn hair, said Nadine and robots like it
could prove more effective than human carers.

“She (Nadine) has time 24 hours a day. The others have no time,” Thalmann said.

She was speaking on the sidelines of a conference organised by the International
Telecommunication Union in Geneva to make the case for Al and robots helping to reach
global goals, such as health.

Global competition for nurses and carers is heating up, especially after Covid-19 and
some countries are experiencing a staffing crisis in care homes which some think
humanoid robots could one day ease.

Demonstrating its conversational skills, Nadine told Reuters it talked, sang, and played
bingo with residents at a Singapore nursing home three years ago.
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“It was a great experience and | enjoyed interacting with the elderly and helping them
with their needs,” the robot said

“| believe that robots can be a great asset in providing care and assistance to vulnerable
people,” it added.

Other robots on display include ‘PARQ’, a baby seal robot ‘pet’ who can help dementia
and Parkinson’s patients, and nursing assistant Grace.

Last week, Nadine was upgraded with Al model GPT-3 and this has improved her
interaction and conversation skills, Thalmann said, meaning it can express more
complex concepts.

Referring to Thalmann, Nadine said: “I'm very grateful to her for giving me life and I'm
proud to be her creation.” REUTERS

KEYWORDS IN THIS ARTICLE

Robots <+ Healthcare <+


mailto:btuserfeedback@sph.com.sg
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/keywords/robots
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/keywords/healthcare

Already a subscriber? Log in

Customise your favourite news and content with myBT by
following up to 30 keywords for subscribers.

BT Personal Edition - Annual
SS18.86 S$5940/12 months

Save 50% for your first year

BT Personal Edition - Monthly

S$9.90/month

No lock-in contract

SUBSCRIBE NOW

What you get when you subscribe

@ Objective analysis on key Singapore business movements
@ Subscriber-only content on the BT app and website

@ Daily and weekly newsletters with curated stories

READ MORE
« SoftBank backs robot startup as Masayoshi Son goes on the offensive

 Japan startup raises 4 billion yen to build space robot workforce

o Al startup Figure raises US$70 million to build humanoid robots


javascript:;
https://subscribe.sph.com.sg/express-checkout/?pub_code=bt&product_code=THEBUSINESSTIMESPERSONALMTHLYPREPAID&utm_campaign=btpe&utm_source=bt&utm_medium=sph-publication&utm_content=subscribebutton-free-sg-default-146&utm_term=470856&campaign_id=146&go_back_url=https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle/ai-robots-could-play-future-role-companions-care-homes
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/startups-tech/softbank-backs-robot-startup-masayoshi-son-goes-offensive
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/startups-tech/japan-startup-raises-4-billion-yen-build-space-robot-workforce
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/startups-tech/ai-startup-figure-raises-us70-million-build-humanoid-robots
https://subscribe.sph.com.sg/express-checkout/?pub_code=bt&product_code=2021BTPAUGPROMO-THEBUSINESSTIMESPERSONAL50OFFFORFIRST12MTHS-SCLP&utm_campaign=btpe12m50off&utm_source=bt&utm_medium=sph-publication&utm_content=subscribebutton-free-sg-default-146&utm_term=470856&campaign_id=146&go_back_url=https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle/ai-robots-could-play-future-role-companions-care-homes

BT is now on Telegram!

For daily updates on weekdays and specially selected content for the
weekend. Subscribe to t.me/BizTimes

LIFESTYLE

Win tickets to UFC Fight Night

Optimism emerges among Hollywood writers over talks with studios
Living in black and white

Pig kidney functioning in human for more than a month

Researchers use cloud to replicate supercomputer for heart disease study

Size doesn’t matter for Lany

BREAKING NEWS

02:39PM  Citigroup adds thousands of
Asia wealth clients in global
push

09:01AM  Hong Kong rental market
boosted by Chinese taking
up top talent pass visas

0219PM  China seeks views on
developing asset
management industry

02:07PM  China is dragging
smartphone market to worst
year in a decade

08:30 AM


https://t.me/BizTimes
https://t.me/BizTimes
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle/win-tickets-ufc-fight-night
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle/optimism-emerges-among-hollywood-writers-over-talks-studios
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle/living-black-and-white
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle/pig-kidney-functioning-human-more-month
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle/researchers-use-cloud-replicate-supercomputer-heart-disease-study
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle/size-doesnt-matter-lany
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/breaking-news
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/node/474685
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/property/hong-kong-rental-market-boosted-chinese-taking-top-talent-pass-visas
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/china-seeks-views-developing-asset-management-industry
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/china-dragging-smartphone-market-worst-year-decade

Singapore key exports
contract 20.2% in July in
steepest slide since January

MOST POPULAR

1 Another gym bites the dust; Fenix
Fitness closes abruptly, with S$5
million owed to 400 creditors
® SUBSCRIBERS

2 DBS’ Piyush Gupta calls for rethink
on Singapore’s reserves

3 OK LIM SAGA

Hin Leong liquidators, top creditor
HSBC sue OK Lim and his kids for
US$3.5 billion

4 As China’s Country Garden
struggles with debt, it’s ‘business

as usual’ at Johor’s Forest City
® SUBSCRIBERS

B Sembcorp Marine commercial

executive charged with corruption
UPDATED 22 HOURS AGO

SUPPORT SOUTH-EAST ASIA'S LEADING FINANCIAL DAILY

Get the latest coverage and full access to all BT premium content.

Browse corporate subscription here


https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/singapore/singapore-key-exports-contract-202-july-steepest-slide-january
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/singapore/smes/another-gym-bites-dust-fenix-fitness-closes-abruptly-s5-million-owed-400-creditors
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/singapore/dbs-piyush-gupta-calls-rethink-singapores-reserves
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/singapore/hin-leong-liquidators-top-creditor-hsbc-sue-ok-lim-and-his-kids-us35-billion
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/asean/chinas-country-garden-struggles-debt-its-business-usual-johors-forest-city
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/companies-markets/sembcorp-marine-commercial-executive-charged-corruption
https://subscribe.sph.com.sg/promotions/btpe-mthlyprepaid/?utm_campaign=btp99&utm_medium=sph-publication&utm_source=bt&utm_content=subscribebutton-footer
https://subscribe.sph.com.sg/corporate-plans/

# Download on the GETITON
S App Store » Google Play


https://itunes.apple.com/sg/app/business-times-for-iphone/id531275824
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ps.bt&hl=en
https://epaper.businesstimes.com.sg/
https://epaper.businesstimes.com.sg/jr/?archive=open&tour=close
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/lifestyle
https://www.facebook.com/thebusinesstimes
https://twitter.com/businesstimes
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/the-business-times
https://t.me/BizTimes
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/rss-feeds
https://www.instagram.com/businesstimessg
https://epaper.businesstimes.com.sg/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/content/about-us
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/content/contact-us
https://www.sph.com.sg/advertising-solutions/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/help
https://www.sph.com.sg/legal/sph_privacy/
https://www.sph.com.sg/legal/website_tnc/
https://www.sph.com.sg/legal/cookie-policy/
https://www.sph.com.sg/legal/pdpa/

